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The Prez Says
Tom Taks 1
] THE PREZ SAY S
Tom Talks continued 2 Lots of items as usual: During our nonthly meeting | had notes ga-
lore of items | wished to address. |In the press of business however,
} I blew right on bye one. Actually | down played it intentionally dur-
Restorante Pictures 2 ing dinner and never got back to it so . . . Happy Birthday to our
Schol arshi p Chairperson - Susan Wzni ak - on the big 33. Qur Di nner
Gene Hamner Pictures 3 was a maj or success thanks to the organizational talents of MIt G ar-

lariello and The Restorante Italiano gang.

Contacts 3 A special thanks to Carryn Perry and Daniel Wjdac for their cooking
talents. We all gained a little weight courtesy of Dick Kiger and the
carrot cake kids. Imediately after all were fed we had the awardi ng
of the Pilot Schol arships for 2004. Susan Wzni ak presided and pre-
sented the awards which | will assunme you will find el sewhere in this
Prop Wash. That was followed by an excellent talk by Captain Bob Tho-
mas, USN ret., on the use of helicopters in the nodern day navy. The
inmpression that | derived fromthe evenings proceeding - we all had a
good time and ate too nuch. (I ate too nuch) Around the old airbase:
It is nore than obvious that we have helicopter pilot training going
on around here. Mdst of it is pretty good. Every now and again there
is something unusual . . . so I'll speak to the unusual. W are very
accustonmed to airplanes being in basically specific |ocations while
working in the traffic pattern. \Wen soneone calls in "On Base" or
"Turni ng Base" we know generally where to |ook. W also have sone

Meeting Agenda Back

Auburn Aviation Association,

anon profit organization, was | jdea of the relative ground speed of an airplane so we can better plan
established in 1984. Itisdedi- | our position in the traffic pattern. The latter is not true of the He-
cated to Aviation, Safety, lios operations. Base | eg seens to be anywhere fromdirectly abeamthe
Friendship, Community In- "Nunbers" to way out with the fixed wing guys. Autorotations seemto
volvement and Education. be comenced fromtraffic pattern altitude about 500 feet down the

runway of intended |landing with the touchdown zone being at nid field
Meetings are held monthly on or sonewhere thereabouts.. This kind of pattern is practically a ver-

the first Wednesday at 7 pm tical plrop. we all haye to devel op a new sense of_ awar eness of this
he Auburn Ai operation and a very high sense of alertness as this is new stuff
at the Auburn Alrport. around these parts. | have witnessed three autorotations to a touch-

down that have caused aircraft on the takeoff roll to make | arge eva-

Meeting Dates sive maneuvers once the Helios drops into view If the Helios fails to
Board of Directors May 26th Call nmeke a call then the aircraft in the "Take OFf" position will be at a
Tom Brady for Time and Place huge di sadvantage fromthe safety point of view If the Helios calls

"Base" and it is alnost overhead, the fixed wing guys haven't a clue
Advisory Committee May 25th 6:30 where it's physically located, hence, it is not unreasonable to clear

CAP Complex the area, see nothing on the normal base leg or final approach course
) and proceed to take the active runway. Gve it about twenty seconds
éxl;:glAuMuseumMayllthe:SO for taxi on and alignment, then brake release and . . .you have the
i omplex CONFIRM WITH potential for a very undesirable nix of aluninum Reconmendat i on:
ike Duncan 887-8363 . . S Sl Lo ;
anytime a Helios is in the pattern be very specific in questioning it
as to it's exact location and type of pattern being flown. | can guar-
antee you if you are 3/4 of a mile out on Final and a Helios is taxing
back on the 25 parallel . . you won't see it! and you will not have a
clue as to what it is going to do next. Ask it what it is planning on
doi ng next.. Don't "ever" let yourself get

......Continued on page 2




Page 2

PRES SAYS CONTINUED...

into its rotor downwash! This is a student pilot training program. . . in the |last eight days
I have witnessed the black and white helio "fly" fromthe "first flight-last flight of the day
pad" down to its hangar on the backside of the

ol d Denham adnmi n building. That's a flying pass bye the refueling island and yes, it was unbe-
lievable! but it happened.

Take absolutely nothing for granted in proximty to helio operations.

Fly Safe guys and dolls, Tom Br ady

Not every aircraft hasaradio nor does every pilot fly a“ square pattern” . Don’'t assume that an aircraft is
going to bein a certain place on final. Don’'t assume that you will hear them call positions. If you fly one of
these vintage aircraft don’t assume that the pilot that isin the run-up area will seeyou. Let’s leave the

“road rage’ to the pavement and let’s not pen theterm* Air Rage” If someone causes you to go around
just look at it as a good reason to spend a few more minutes in the air having fun flying. Ed.

Restorante Italiano



Work garts early for Gene Hamner
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MAY 5TH 2004 MEETING
18:00 BRADY HANGAR #116

The Guest Speaker is
Gene Hamner
Subject: Crop dusting, Part 137

Pot Luck Dinner
A—-H main dish
|-R Salad/side dish
S-Z Dessert

2399 Rickenbacker Way
Auburn, CA 95602



