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Next Meeting Date: 

November 2nd at 6pm 

Meetings and potluck 

dinners begin at 6pm on 

the first Wednesday of 

every month at the Auburn 

Airport. 

 

If you are interested in 

providing articles for 

Propwash please email 

them to 

csengberg@earthlink.net 

 

Important Dates 
 

Board of Directors 
meeting October 26th at 

6pm @ Barnstormers  

 

AAA-AC meeting 

October 25th at 6:30pm @ 

CAP Headquarters 

 

Youth Auxiliary – No 

meeting for October, next 

meeting will be 

announced on-line 

 
PROPWASH is the newsletter 

of the Auburn Aviation 

Association, a non-profit 

organization.  It is published 

monthly and is also available 

online��
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Provided by the Federal Aviation Administration’s 

website: www.faa.gov 

 
Causes of General Aviation Accidents  

Accident Type/Factor  Percent of Total  

Loss of Control (Take Off)  24%  

Approach and Landing  19%  

Controlled Flight Into Terrain (CFIT)  19%  

Loss of Control (in Flight)  18%  

Loss of Control (Maneuvering)  11%  

Midair  1%  

Other  8%  

 
 
Percentage of Accidents by Time of Day & Flight Rule  

 Instrument Flight Rules (IFR)  Visual Flight Rules (VFR)  

Day  19%  48%  

Night  12%  21%  

 
 
States with the Highest Percentage of General Aviation Accidents  

State  Percent of Total  

Arizona  9%  

California  9%  

Florida  9%  

Texas  7%  

South Carolina  5%  
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Local Pilots Lost in Crash 
 
On October 10, 2005, about 1435 Pacific daylight time, an 

American Champion (ACAC), 8KCAB, N943D, impacted 

terrain during an uncontrolled descent, about 0.2 mile 

southeast of runway 12's departure end at the Oroville 

Municipal Airport, Oroville, California. The airplane was 

destroyed during the impact sequence and post impact ground 

fire. The certified flight instructor (CFI), who held an airline 

transport pilot certificate, and the student pilot, who held a 

private pilot certificate, were fatally injured. Alpine Aviation 

Inc., Grass Valley, California, operated the airplane. Visual 

meteorological conditions prevailed at the time of the local 

area instructional flight, and no flight plan had been filed. The 

flight was performed under the provisions of 14 CFR Part 91, 

and it originated from Grass Valley about 1400. 

 

An eyewitness to the accident, who was located about 1.0 mile 

north of the accident site, reported observing the airplane on a 

close-in left base leg to runway 12. The airplane made a 

"sharp" left turn and landed on the runway. Seconds thereafter, 

the airplane took off and climbed to an estimated maximum 

altitude of 500 feet above the ground. Suddenly, the airplane 

banked "sharply" left and "fell out of the sky." 

 

Another eyewitness, who was located about 0.7 mile west of 

the accident site, reported observing the airplane on its takeoff 

roll from runway 12. After the airplane became airborne, it 

climbed at an estimated 45-degree nose up pitch attitude. The 

witness stated that the airplane climbed between 300 and 400 

feet above the ground, whereupon it appeared to stall. 

Thereafter, it made a steep left bank and looked as though it 

was out of control. The airplane descended in a nose down 

attitude, and it burst into flames seconds after crashing into the 

ground. 

 

Under the National Transportation Safety Board investigator's 

direction, Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and airplane 

recovery personnel responded to the accident site and reported 

their observations. The personnel reported that the airplane 

impacted an open, near level dirt field, about 140 feet mean  

 

sea level. The initial point of ground impact (IPI) was 

identified by the presence of a ground swath, consistent with 

the size (width) of the airplane's fuselage. The swath was cut 

into the native grass vegetation and was oriented along a 

northeasterly course nearly perpendicular to the runway. The 

ground swath led toward the main wreckage, which was an 

estimated 125 feet northeast of the IPI.  

 

The airplane was found in an upright attitude. Except for the 

outboard portion of the left wing, the airframe was consumed 

by fire. Both wing tips remained attached to the wings, and the 

wings' structure appeared predominately straight. Observable 

portions of the wings' leading edges were devoid of crush 

signatures in an aft direction. The longitudinal axis of the 

fuselage appeared aligned with the attached empennage, and 

the horizontal and vertical stabilizers appeared predominately 

straight. All of the flight control surfaces remained attached to 

the airplane.  

 

The owner of Alpine Aviation indicated to the Safety Board 

investigator that the CFI had flown with the student earlier in 

the day for 1.5 hours, as recorded in company records. The 

student was undertaking flying lessons in a curriculum that 

provided training involving stall-spin recovery, unusual 

attitude recovery, and critical in-flight situations. The records 

indicated, in part, that during their morning flight the CFI had 

instructed the student in the performance of specific 

maneuvers including low altitude 180-degree approaches to 

landing, and also slips, rolls, and unusual attitude recoveries.  

 

Alpine's owner reported that the CFI had outlined the day's 

lesson plan on the flight school classroom's whiteboard. Near 

the center of the whiteboard, and partially underlined, the 

following words were written by the CFI: "180 degree Pwr 

Off Lndg [and] Eng Fail after T/O & RTN." 

 

Alpine's owner opined to the Safety Board investigator that 

this lesson plan indicated the CFI anticipated teaching the 

student a specific emergency procedure. The procedure 

involved simulating an engine failure after takeoff following 

which the airplane's course is reversed with the intent of 

returning to the airport for a landing. 

 

The airplane is FAA certificated in the acrobatic category and 

was capable of inverted flight maneuvers. The wreckage has 

been recovered from the accident site. Airframe and engine 

examinations are pending. 

 

(�
��#���"�������)����*���#�!�
�
On September 21, 2005, at 1818 Pacific daylight time, Jet 

Blue Airlines flight 292, an Airbus A320, N536JB, landed at 

Los Angeles International Airport, Los Angeles, California, 

with the nose wheels cocked 90 degrees. Jet Blue Airlines, 

Inc., was operating the airplane as a scheduled domestic 

passenger flight under the provisions of 14 CFR Part 121. The 

airline transport pilot licensed captain, first officer, 4 flight 

attendants, and 140 passengers were not injured. The flight 

departed Burbank, California, at 1531, as a nonstop to JFK 

Airport, New York, New York. Visual meteorological 

conditions prevailed, and an instrument flight rules (IFR) 

flight plan had been filed. 

 

The first officer (FO) flew the first leg. The initial departure 

did not indicate any problems, and he observed a positive rate 

of climb. After the captain attempted to retract the landing 

gear, two error messages displayed on the Electric Centralized 

Aircraft Monitoring (ECAM) system: nose gear shock 

absorber and nose wheel steering fault. There was no master 
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warning so the FO continued flying the airplane while the 

captain troubleshot the ECAM system. 

 

The first officer (FO) flew the first leg. The initial departure 

did not indicate any problems, and he observed a positive rate 

of climb. After the captain attempted to retract the landing 

gear, two error messages displayed on the Electric Centralized 

Aircraft Monitoring (ECAM) system: nose gear shock 

absorber and nose wheel steering fault. There was no master 

warning so the FO continued flying the airplane while the 

captain troubleshot the ECAM system. 

 

The FO flew the airplane over Palmdale, California, at 14,000 

feet mean sea level (msl) while the captain consulted the flight 

crew operating manual (FCOM). The FCOM noted that the 

nose gear "may be caught at 90 degrees." The captain 

continued to evaluate the problem to ascertain the systems' 

status. The flight crew continually updated the cabin crew and 

passengers. 

 

The flight diverted to Long Beach, California. The captain 

decided to perform a fly-by of the tower for verification on the 

gear status. The tower, Jet Blue ground personnel, and a local 

news helicopter advised him that the nose gear was cocked 90 

degrees to the left. The flight crew decided to divert to Los 

Angeles. The crew flew for several hours to burn fuel so that 

they could land at a lighter weight. 

 

The captain communicated with the cabin crew and 

passengers. The cabin crew emptied the first three rows of 

seats, and moved the baggage as far aft as possible. They 

placed able-bodied persons in the exit rows, and removed all 

baggage and paperwork from the seating area. They showed 

the able-bodied persons how to operate the doors, and gave 

additional instructions. 

 

The flight attendants spoke to each passenger individually 

prior to the landing to ensure that they knew the emergency 

procedures that would take place and how to properly brace 

themselves. The flight attendants checked and double checked 

each others' work to ensure that everything was completed and 

would go according to plan. 

 

The captain took note of the fuel burn to ensure that the center 

of gravity stayed within limits. The captain also advised the 

cabin crew that in the event the nose gear collapsed, 

evacuation from the aft doors was not available so everyone 

would deplane from the forward exits. The flight crew advised 

the cabin crew to take the emergency procedures up to the 

point of egress, at which time the captain would advise the 

method. 

 

Prior to touchdown, the captain announced to "brace" and the 

flight attendants also transmitted "brace" over the public 

address system. 

 

The captain flew the airplane for the landing. He touched 

down at 120 knots, and applied normal braking at 90 knots. He 

held the nose gear off of the ground as long as possible. At 60 

knots, the flight crew shut down the engines. They did not use 

ground spoilers, reverse thrust, or auto braking. During the 

landing, the forward cabin crew could smell burnt rubber. The 

cabin crew remained at their stations as previously defined by 

the captain. The air traffic control tower confirmed that there 

was no fire, and the captain announced this to the cabin crew. 

After this notification, the passengers deplaned normally using 

an air stair. 

 

Both nose tires collapsed during the landing roll, and about 

half of the two wheels was ground off. 

 

Maintenance personnel jacked the airplane up, and removed 

the damaged wheels. They installed a right nose wheel, and 

towed the airplane to a maintenance hangar. 

 

Maintenance personnel removed the cockpit voice recorder 

(CVR) and digital flight data recorder (DFDR). The National 

Transportation Safety Board investigator-in-charge (IIC) sent 

them to the Safety Board Vehicle Recorder's Division for 

examination. 

 

Maintenance records indicated that Jet Blue maintenance 

technicians replaced a proximity sensor on the nose wheel 

prior to the previous flight's departure from New York earlier 

in the day. 

 

A post flight maintenance report indicated the following 

faults: 

At 1531 PDT L/G Shock Absorber Fault (2) 

At 1532 PDT Wheel N/W Strg Fault. 

The IIC retained the nose gear assembly and several other 

components for examination. 

 

�

�

AP Photo/The Los Angeles Times, Lori Shepler found on 

www.airportbusiness.com �
�
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2399 Rickenbacker Way 

Auburn, CA 95602 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November Meeting! 
 

November 2nd, 2005 at 6pm 
 

Meeting’s Program: 

To Be Announced 
 
 

Potluck Dinner Information (By Last Name) 
 

A-H : Dessert 

I-Q : Main Dish 

R-Z : Side Dish/Salad 
 

Please bring enough for your family plus four 


