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The day of the air fair has past and
everyone agrees that the Air Show
was great. There were afew minor
miscues such as the National Anthem
started early and the singer was not at
the announcers platform. Bunny
Crites sang for us. Also some people
were wondering what happened to
the Radio Controlled Aircraft show.
The performer was ano show. Other
no shows were the C-5 and the Coast
Guard C-130. The Navy did aflyby
inaF-18 so the Air Force guys got a
little ribbing from the Navy guyson
reliable aircraft. An F100 flyby was a
big bang. The weather was great it
could have been cooler but the sky
was a beautiful blue and it made a
perfect backdrop for the smoke trails
from the flybys. It was educational to
see the wing tip smoke from the Sea
Fury get spun by it's own vortices.
There isarumor that Thunder in the
Sky is thinking of moving to the
other airport in the county namely
Lincoln Harder Airport. Let me say
that it isjust that arumor. Now that
someone has brought it up though |
started to think about it. Lincoln has a
longer runway and more space for
parking and vendors. It also has a pe-
rimeter fence. Thereis no fence at
Auburn even though fencing and se-
curity was in the Airport budget in
the past. Someone hasto install and
remove atemporary fence for the Air
Fair. Even with the temporary fence
thereisalot of “gate leakage’. Yes

there are people who will steal from a
charity. Another issueis the lack of
vendor space. There was plenty of
space before the use of the transit
parking spaces was eliminated. Six
vendors were pushed down the ramp
toward the t hangers. The traffic for
those six vendors was poor and some
of them packed up and left early.
Thunder in the Sky needs more space
to grow and prosper. If additional
space is unavailable then there may
be no aternative then moving to an-
other airport. Working together the
City of Auburn the Airport Manager
and the Auburn Aviation Association
can make Thunder in the Sky benefit
and profit all involved.

“There are only two kinds of pilots—
those who have landed with the gear
up and those who will.” Thiswastold
to me by my instructor and it seems
that another aircraft has caused a run-
way closure at Auburn. Lessthan 5
weeks ago the runway was closed for
four hours while a Stearman was
righted after alanding accident. On
Sunday August 29th atwin Comman-
che was landing when the pilot re-
tracted the landing gear instead of the
flaps. A good habit to get into would
be to leave the aircraft configuration
alone until after leaving the runway.
That way if something does go wrong
at least the runway will still be use-
able. By the way, is there any way to
reduce the four hour time it takes to
clear an aircraft from the runway?
Dan Wojdac Editor
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